
VOLUME 39         ISSUE 15         (561) 477-3764         FAX (561) 826-7052     JUNE 8, 2015

Dear Subscriber:

T
HE THREE-PART AUCTION IN HELSINKI LAST WEEK FOUND GOOD
DEMAND FOR MOST NORTH AMERICAN WILD FURS AND FINNISH FOXES,
BUT PRICES IN THE MAIN TENDED TO BE EASIER THAN MARCH LEVELS.

Fur Harvesters Auction reported good clearances with the exception of raccoons, which met
resistance. Saga Furs found a 5% to 10% easing in euros for its blue shadow foxes which were
100% sold, but other types had mixed results. Main buying was by Hong Kong/China with the
balance well spread. Continuing uncertainty in the Russian market affected the sale of blue
frost and silver fox and the offerings were 40% sold at firm to slightly easier.

SAGA’S BLUE FOX AND MINK WERE GOING ON SALE AFTER OUR DEADLINE,
FOLLOWED BY THE AMERICAN LEGEND COLLECTION AND WILL BE REPORTED IN
NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE. Over 700 buyers
were expected, including more than 300 from
Hong Kong/China. The general expectation
was that prices of regular quality mink –
especially short-napped skins – would show
little change from the most recent levels, but
there could be some easing in commercial
grades. The slight strengthening of the euro
since March may make dollar prices a bit
stronger. Between this sale and the
Kopenhagen auction immediately following, a
total of 14 million mink will be going under
the hammer, a record for a single month.
Saga pointed out that the blue fox market in
China has been affected by the crisis in
Ukraine and the economic problems in
Russia. The demand for the blues has been
weaker than usual during the spring, which is
normally the season for Russian orders. This, said Saga, is causing some uncertainty at the
moment. Relatively large quantities of commercial Chinese blue fox are also still available in the
market, but the demand is expected to increase later in the summer and early autumn, when
the Chinese domestic season starts.

THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION INI RUSSIA REMAINS
CHALLENGING, SAGA EMPHASIZED. “Western sanctions are taking effect and the demand
for all consumer goods has plunged. Russian tourists have been buying considerably less fur
garments abroad, causing noticeable sales drops in Greece, Turkey and even Hong Kong.
Russian buyers have been very cautious with their auction purchases this season and the trend
is likely to continue. Nevertheless, the ruble has strengthened a lot from the lows of last winter
and a good number of Russians were expected to participate at this auction.”
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THE OPENING OF THE SAGA SALE SAW SOME FOXES AND FINNRACCOONS
SHOWING DECLINES FROM THEIR MARCH AVERAGES, NOT TAKING POSSIBLE
DIFFERENCES IN THE COLLECTIONS INTO CONSIDERATION. With the exception of blue
shadows, which were all sold, other types were meeting resistance. The 42,000 blue shadows
were 100% sold at an average of $143.96 and a top of $333, down 13% from March levels. Of
the other types, 67,000 silver sold 37% at $106.25/$153.18, up 9%; 65,000 blue frost 36% at
$99.78/$244.20, down 14%. There was better demand for finnraccoon, the 32,000 standard
type selling 88% at $99.30/$227.55, down 34%, and 1,500 white 100% at $118.09/$162.06,
down 15%. Of the other foxes sold before presstime: 2,400 shadow blue frost 89% at
$136.20/$172.05, up 17%; 5,000 arctic marble frost 41% at $124.52/$148.74, up 20%; arctic
marble averaged $143.46, up 15%; 2,200 fawn light 66% at $130.75/$148.74, up 4%; 9,000
gold averaged $121.33, up 30%, and 62 platinum $82.57, down 15%.

ON THE BRIGHT SIDE: Although opposition to the fur trade in Europe has become
more vociferous in recent years, there has also been some encouraging news as pointed out by
the International Fur Federation. In Germany, there was this year’s second favorable court
case, in which an anti-fur organization was prohibited from urging banks to terminate the
accounts and contractual relationships with fur breeders. The higher regional court of
Oldenburg further adjudicated that, if the activists do not stop this campaign, they will be
punished by a fine of up to €250,000 or imprisonment of up to six months. Another positive
report comes from the Czech Republic, where Fur Europe uncovered an anti-fur campaign in
the form of letters to the minister of agriculture urging a ban on fur farming on humanitarian
grounds. Fur Europe addressed the ministry with comprehensive information about the fur
sector and disproving false claims by the campaigners. The ministry not only supported the
trade’s views, but also thanked Fur Europe for the arguments which it can now use to counter
anti-fur campaigners.

THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY’S SWEEP OF THE RECENT BRITISH ELECTIONS IS
VIEWED AS FAVORABLE TO THE COUNTRY’S FUR TRADE. Not only is Prime Minister
David Cameron now likely to succeed in removing the 11-year-old ban of fox hunting (SPR,
June 1), but restrictive actions against the trade advocated by the Green Party are considered
unlikely to get anywhere. This was the only party whose manifesto included any mention of
such actions. The main concern of the fur trade was the potential ratcheting-up of anti-fur
rhetoric if the Labour Party’s Labour Animal Welfare Society (LAWS) gets political visibility,
which is now considered highly remote. According to Mike Moser of the International Fur
Federation, “the past year has, in general, been a successful one for the UK fur trade and I am
pleased to say that, post-election, we are optimistic for another good year.”

GREECE’S CONTINUING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS – WHICH WEIGH HEAVILY ON
ITS IMPORTANT FUR INDUSTRY – WERE STILL FAR FROM A SOLUTION THAT MIGHT
KEEP IT FROM LEAVING EUROPE’S CURRENCY BLOC WITH GLOBAL RIPPLE
EFFECTS. At presstime, Greece’s latest proposal for an agreement with its European lenders
was reported to have left the creditors unimpressed. Friday was the deadline for payment of the
first installment of $327 million of the $1.8 billion due to the International Monetary Fund this
month in order to secure further rescue loans. Without new bailout funds, Greece could default
on its debts and be forced to leave the euro bloc. As previously reported, Greek banks have
been forced to slash their lending policies and businesses, including fur manufacturers – a
major contributor to the country’s export earnings – are unable to extend credit to their
customers. As the largest supplier to the Russian market, the Greeks have been major buyers
at the auctions, but now are forced to pull back, which is considered likely to affect skin prices.



FUR EUROPE, IN COOPERATION WITH THE HELENIC FUR FEDERATION, IS
TESTING A PILOT PROJECT NAMED FUR CREATIVITY SUMMER SCHOOL. It will take
place Aug. 27 to Sept. 4 in the fur-oriented towns of Kastoria and Siastista in northern Greece.
The project, bringing young people from the entire fur value chain together, aims not only at
promoting youth participation and involvement in the fur sector, but also at identifying and
empowering entrepreneurship for young people in Europe. Fur Europe will be testing a new
concept of a pan-European youth flagship program around the creative aspects of fur.
Applicants must be 18-30 years of age, fluent in English and come from a country that is in the
scope of Fur Europe’s activities. They will have to cover their own transportation to
Thessaloniki, but Fur Europe and Hellenic Fur will cover accommodation, lunches and
educational materials. For further information: info@fureurope.eu. 

TO COMMEMORATE 65 YEARS OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN CHINA
AND DENMARK, KOPENHAGEN FUR HELD AN EXHIBITION NAMED “SUSTAINABLE
DESIGN OF FUR” IN THE GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE IN BEIJING. It focused on the
sustainability of fur through demonstrations from farming through to the finished product. Over
300 high-level officials and business leaders visited the exhibition and praised the creativity and
sustainability of the fur industry in China. Kopenhagen is said to be the largest exporter of
Danish agricultural products to China.

TERRORISM DEPT.: Animal activists are being blamed for releasing 1,500 nursing
females from Glenwood Fur Farm near St. Marys, Ont., resulting in the deaths of more than
100 mink. Many died in the near-freezing temperature, in fights with one another, or from being
hit by cars. Some that were caught and returned to their pens succumbed to sickness or
infection overnight. Farm owner Jeff Richardson said he checked the pens and found 50 that
had died either from exposure or injuries from fights. He believes the break-in was the work of a 
group of people intent on shutting the farm down. “I think they planned on releasing the females
and letting the litters die in hopes that it would close the operation. They definitely would have
seen mothers with litters of eight or nine 30-day old kits. They had plenty of opportunity to stop
what they were doing if they didn’t realize it before,” he said. The Ontario Provincial Police are
stepping up patrols in the area. Kirk Rankin, president of the Canada Mink Breeders
Association, and owns a nearby ranch, spent his Sunday helping to catch the mink. He said
about 97% to 98% of them were recovered, but about 7,000 to 8,000 kits were without mothers.
The CMBA is offering a $75,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of the perpetrators,
indicating how seriously the crime is regarded.
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TERRORISM DEPT.: North Carolina’s lawmakers passed a law last week trying to

prevent animal rights activists from surreptitiously filming alleged abuses of animals in farms
and ranches, overriding a veto by the state’s governor. Both houses passed the law by more
than the 60% majority needed to override a veto, making North Carolina the latest state to
adopt an “ag gag” law. Formally known as the Property Protection Act, the law allows
businesses to sue employees who secretly shoot such videos. It was written more broadly than
similar measures in other states, raising concerns about how it would affect whistle blowers at
day care facilities, nursing homes and other businesses where vulnerable populations might not
be able to speak for themselves.

FUNERAL SERVICES WERE HELD FOR MARLENE J. KUBITZ, 77, retired mink
rancher who died May 6. She and her late husband, Roger, operated the Kubitz Fur Farm in
Athens, N.D., where she was the primary live fur grader. Survivors include a daughter, a son
and grandsons. Further details were not available at presstime.

Very truly yours,

ED. NOTE: Difficult times often call for difficult decisions, which in turn require up-to -
date, accurate information. In the fur trade, there is no better source of vital information than
SANDY PARKER REPORTS. We have been delivering the fur news constantly for 37 years
and many of our original subscribers who are still in business are still with us, which is strong
testimony to the value of our service. We also recognize that cost-cutting has become
necessary in these times, so we recommend that our regular-mail subscribers switch to e-mail,
as more than three-quarters already have done. At only $150 a year – anywhere – it is faster
and not dependent on local postal service efficiency. Your switching will also help us save on
printing and postage costs. For your convenience, there is a coupon on page 3.
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