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Dear Subscriber:

U
NITED STATES AND CANADIAN MINK RANCHERS ARE AGAIN WHIPPING
UP SENTIMENT IN FAVOR OF A SINGLE AUCTION HOUSE IN NORTH
AMERICA, A MOVEMENT THAT DATES BACK SEVERAL DECADES, BUT

ALWAYS FAILED TO GEL. This time, the movement appears to have broader appeal among
shippers to both American Legend Cooperative and North American Fur Auctions, according to
reports from recent meetings on both sides of the border. But, unlike previous years when such
efforts may have been driven solely by a desire to eliminate costly duplication of efforts, the
current target also includes keeping the marketing of all North American mink in North America.

FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS, LEGEND SHIPPERS HAVE BEEN MARKETING
THEIR PELTS ALONG WITH FINNISH AND OTHER EUROPEAN GOODS AT THE SAGA
SALES IN HELSINKI. Although the prices
they received reflected world market
conditions, there has been an underlying
sentiment among many that they would feel
more comfortable selling their goods back
home. While the feeling may be colored by
nationalism, their perception also is that the
traditional premium they enjoyed over foreign
mink has been diluted by the joint sales. The
fact is that any shrinking of the premium has
been due to an upgrading of European mink
and that is attributable to the ready
availability of fine North American breeding
stock to enable the Europeans and others to
improve their herds. Leading ranchers in the
U.S. and Canada have for years been
earning top dollars by selling livestock to
ranchers elsewhere.

RANCHERS AT MEETINGS IN UTAH AND WISCONSIN REPORTEDLY WERE
OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR OF A SINGLE NORTH AMERICAN AUCTION HOUSE, AS
WERE CANADIAN SHIPPERS AT A SIDE SESSION DURING THE RECENT ANNUAL
CANADA MINK BREEDERS CONVENTION IN BANFF. As to where the auction houses stand
on the issue, NAFA has long voiced its sentiment in favor of such a move. This was restated
last week by Michael Mengar, president. Dale Theissen, vice-president of Legend, noted his
firm is still bound by its contract with Saga, commenting “this is strictly a rancher issue.”
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RECALLING A PLEA BY A PROMINENT RANCHER TO HIS COLLEAGUES ALMOST
20 YEARS AGO, WHEN MINK PRICES WERE DEPRESSED, HIS ARGUMENT WOULD
STILL BE VALID TODAY. “The irony,” he declared, “is that we have two talented management
groups in parallel pursuit of the same objectives (at our expense), but in direct competition with
each other. As I see it, success by one can only be achieved at the expense of the other. We
have already recognized that a cooperative effort is the best solution to other industry problems:
animal activists, research, media relations, for example. Why do we still think that separate
marketing programs are the best way to sell our mink?”

THE HOSTILITIES ON UKRAINE’S EASTERN BORDER HAVE HAD RIPPLE
EFFECTS THROUGH THE COUNTRY AND, LAST WEEK, RESULTED IN CANCELLATION
OF THE FUR FAIR IN KIEV PLANNED FOR NEXT MONTH. In response to our inquiries, we
received the following announcement from Maryna Ivashko, international relations executive of
Fur Expo Ukraine: “Indeed, the problems on the eastern border and the economic situation in
Ukraine today have resulted in a significant reduction in the purchasing power of the population,
including the impact on the level of sales in the fur and leather business.” 

DUE TO THIS, SHE SAID, UKRAINIAN AND FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
BUSINESS CHOSE TO TAKE TIME OUT IN THE MARKETING ACTIVITIES IN UKRAINE
THIS SEASON. “Now we are forced to announce the cancellation of the exhibition Fur Expo
Ukraine on Oct. 14-17 and the postponement of it to 2016.” Ivashko apologized for any
inconvenience and noted more information about the future exhibition will be available later on
the website at www.fur-expo.com.

REPRESENTATIVES OF FUR COMMISSION USA WERE RECENTLY INVITED TO
AN FBI DOMESTIC TERRORISM STRATEGY MEETING IN SAN FRANCISCO. Some three
dozen agents and analysts from field offices across the country attended, as well as
supervisory agents from the Domestic Terrorism Unit in Washington, D.C. FCUSA executive
director Michael Whelan and opposition researcher Jason Roesler were the only civilians invited
to the three-day event. They discussed the history, tactics and effects of animal rights
extremism on the fur industry.

THE AGENTS WERE GIVEN CONTACT INFORMATION IN DOZENS OF STATES,
SAID WHELAN, ALONG WITH NETWATCH E-MAIL LISTS. Agents, he said, asked for lists of
farmers and contact info in their respective regions. “They want to be apprised of any
suspicious or potentially threatening activities near the farms. I am also letting the retailers
know that federal law enforcement is being made aware of their operations and concerns. The
meeting ended with renewed support by law enforcement and tools for a stronger collaboration
between the FBI and our industry.”

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS: MARIANNE PATTEN has been elected president of
CANADA MINK BREEDERS ASSOCIATION. Patten, of Nova Scotia, succeeds KIRK RANKIN
of Ontario. CATHERINE MOORES of Newfoundland and Labrador, was named vice-president.
Other members of the board are PIERRE LABONTE of Quebec; THOMAS McLELLAN of
Ontario; MATTHEW MOSES of Nova Scotia, and TERRY WILLIAMS of British Columbia.
Directors at large are DONALD BOYD, JEFFERY MICHELL and RICHARD SCHEVES. GARY
HAZELWOOD continues as executive director and secretary. Next year’s AGM will be part of
the North American Fur Conference, Aug. 14-17, in downtown Toronto. Participants will include
American Legend Cooperative, American Mink Council, Fur Commission USA and North
American Fur Auctions.

http://www.fur-expo.com.


2016 WORLD AUCTION CALENDAR

(Preliminary selling dates)

DEC.
‘15

JAN.
‘16

FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE SEPT.

SCANDINAVIA
Kopenhagen Fur
(Copenhagen)

8-11 17-23 14-21 22-29 21-29

Saga Furs
(Vantaa)

19-21 8-18 6-16 14-19

NORTH AMERICA 
NAFA
(Toronto)

 31 4 5-11         31 5 
  

13-15

American Legend
(Seattle)

8-18 6-16

*Fur Harvesters
(North Bay, Seattle)

25 8-9 TBA

RUSSIA
Sojuzpushnina
(St. Petersburg)

14 29-31 27-29 17

*Includes Western Canadian Fur Auction Sales

THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS STRENGTHENED ITS BAN ON TRADE IN SEAL
PRODUCTS. The rule now extends to products resulting from hunts to protect fishing stocks,
although Inuit and other indigenous communities will continue to be exempt. The changes are
needed to bring the EU regulation in line with World Trade Organization rules.



ACCORDING TO A NEW POLL, A MAJORITY OF SWEDES THINK BREEDING OF
MINK IN CAGES SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED. The poll was conducted in behalf of Animal
Rights Sweden. It showed that 78% of respondents did not think mink should be bred in cages
for their fur. In a similar poll last year, only 15% thought mink farming should be permitted.
Sweden ended fox farming in 2001, when politicians decided that the behavioral needs of
foxes could not be met in cages. The last chinchilla farm in Sweden closed in 2014 because of
stricter rules. Sweden produced 1.1 million mink last year.

CONSERVATION DEPT.: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is cooperating with local
landowners to save Canadian lynx by recreating enough of the animal’s natural habitat which
is also home to snowshoe hares, the lynx’s favorite food. According to an estimate by the
University of Maine, if no major steps are taken, the state could lose up to 60% of the hare
habitat and 60% of its lynx in the next decade. Designations of critical habitat already have
been made in parts of Maine, Wyoming, Washington, Montana, Idaho and Minnesota. The
hares live in young spruce and fir forests and the goal is to provide patches of these forests to
ensure the lynx population can be saved.

TERRORISM DEPT.: Two California animal activists pleaded not guilty last week to
federal charges under the Animal Enterprise Anti-Terrorism Act. Joseph Buddenberg, 31, and
Nicole Kissane, 28,  were arrested in connection with a two-year string of fur store vandalism
and the release of nearly 6,000 mink from ranches in Idaho, Minnesota, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin and Idaho (SPR, Aug. 17). They face sentences of 10 years and up to $250,000.
They are scheduled to appear Dec. 14 at the federal courthouse in San Diego.
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