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endorsement. Cover Photo: 
This wildflower plot is 
only in its second grow-
ing season and already 
the colors are abundant.  
Plots like these make 
great backyard projects 
and also benefit local 
pollinators.  Read more 
about pollinators on page 
35.  Photos by Stefan Karkuff, Pheasants Forever 
Farm Bill Biologist
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PENNSYLVANIA BOBCAT TRAPPING
PART 1 – LOCATION

By: Todd Strohecker, PTA Vice President - East

www.patrappers.com

Be Responsible!  
Be Respectful!  

Be Ethical!

The 2000-2001 furtaking season was 
a milestone for Pennsylvania trap-

pers and hunters.  For the first time in 
many years, furtakers could legally har-
vest the Keystone State’s only wild felid 
- the bobcat.  The bobcat season brought 
a new excitement to trapping.  Avid trap-
pers were eager to catch their first bobcat 
but the new season also sparked an interest 
folks who had never trapped before or may 
have trapped in their youth but had their 
traps hung up for years.  Trapping is alive 
and well in Pennsylvania and trappers can 
thank the bobcat for being such an integral 
part in promoting this new interest.
 So the lure of catching a ‘cat has 
peaked your interest?  While trapping this 
feline predator is not exactly easy it is sure-
ly a feat a beginning trapper can accom-
plish if they are dedicated to doing so.  The 
best advice I can give to a beginning bobcat 

trapper is to rely of your woodsmen skills 
and keep things simple.
 The first step to ‘cat trapping success 
is identifying locations where bobcats fre-
quent.  Location is so very important in 
trapping any species but also applies to 
hunting and fishing as well.  It is said that 
10 percent of hunters and anglers take 90 
percent of the game.  I believe that state-
ment is pretty close to reality and, in my 
opinion, much of the success of that 10 per-

cent can be attributed to the fact that they 
understand best where to find the highest 
concentrations of their quarry.
 Show me a successful rabbit hunter and 
I can assure you that that individual will be 
quite adept at picking out optimal bobcat 
habitat.  Bobcats spend a lot of time near 
thick cover so it shouldn’t surprise anyone 
that cottontail rabbit is high on the list of 
the ‘cat’s favorite prey species.  Here in the 
farm country of east central PA, bobcats can 
be found in any large wooded tract, ridge, 
or hollow.  The wooded habitats that have 
been recently timbered and have abundant 
ground cover, tree tops, and briar patches 
move far to the top of the list as premium 
bobcat habitats.  This same type of cover 
makes excellent bobcat habitat in the big 
woods country of Pennsylvania’s northern 
counties as well.  Don’t overlook low ly-
ing wet areas, creek bottoms, beaver ponds, 
and swamps - - especially in late winter.  A 
good rabbit hunter knows that during late 
winter during periods of snow cover, the 
creek bottoms become a mecca for birds, 
rabbits, and other small mammals.  And 
similar to the upland locations, the thicker 
the cover the better for bobcats.
 Locating optimal habitat is the key to 
finding areas where bobcats live.  Once a 
trapper has keyed in on the “catty” areas 
their next hurdle is pinpointing exact lo-
cations in that area where the chances of 
a bobcat encountering their traps is great-
est.  Two features that most successful trap-
pers are adept at finding are travelways and 
pinch points.
 Travelways are simply landscape 
features that guide animals over long dis-
tances.  An obvious example of a travelway 
would be a dirt road or trail in the 
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Saturday, March 23, 2019
The Red Fern Banquet and Conference Center

421 Old Kersey Rd. Kersey, PA 15846 
www.the-red-fern.com  
Doors Open at 4:30 pm

Dinner Served at 6:00 pm
You’re invited!!! Come out for an evening of games, raffles, 
auction, food and good ol’  fashion fun. There will be many 
prizes from traps to guns. Bring the whole family; there will also 
be prizes for the kids and ladies!!

Banquet Tickets are $30 per person OR $50 per couple 
Children 12 and under FREE

For more information or to order tickets please contact:
Rob Daniels

169 Benzinger Rd, St. Marys, PA 15857 
814-781-6664

 HOTELS IN THE AREA:
Holiday Inn Express

195 Comfort Ln. 
St. Marys, PA 15857 

814-834-2030 
1.1 miles for the Red Fern

Best Western Plus
1002 Earth Rd. 

St. Marys, PA 15857
814-834-0000

1 mile from the Red Fern

Cobblestone Inn and Suites
328 Depot St. 

St. Marys, PA 15857
814-245-2020

3.1 miles from the Red Fern

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 
All Outdoorsmen, Women, and Children Welcome! 

woods.  It is easier for an animal to travel 
along the clear path of the road verses mov-
ing through the woods itself.  If multiple 
travelways intersect or cross, the chances 
are increased that an animal will pass by 
that location.  Some examples of travel-
ways that a bobcat trapper should keep in 
mind are drainages, waterways, steep ridg-
es, powerlines, highways, railroad tracks, 
and edge habitat where one type of cover 
changes to another.  Edge habitats are very 
important to the big woods trapper.

 Pinch points are two intersecting 
features which funnel bobcat travel to a 
relatively narrow path.  Bottomland areas 
along creeks are excellent places to locate 
pinch points.  Where the creek changes 
course and parallels a high bank or ridge 
usually creates a good pinch point.  ‘Cats 
are funneled from the flat bottomland to the 
point where the creek meets the high bank 
which significantly narrows the travelway.  
Even patches of heavy cover that come to-
gether to narrow a travelway act as a pinch 

point and, more often than not, there is a 
heavily used game trail at these types of lo-
cations.  In areas where a body of water is 
dictating animal travel, a crossing feature 
such as a beaver dam or log crossing could 
be considered a pinch point that will funnel 
bobcats.
 Experienced trappers have become 
quite proficient at looking over the land-
scape and pinpointing good locations to 
catch animals.  But the surest way to know 
the location is going to be productive is 

to get out there and scout 
for sign.  Snow will teach a 
trapper more than any book 
or video ever could.  Look 
for evidence that a bobcat or 
bobcats are coming through 
regularly.  Multiple sets of 
tracks and better yet multiple 
sets of different aged tracks 
tell a trapper that that loca-
tion is one that bobcats fre-
quent.  Older tracks in snow 
will often be “melted out” 
and look larger, and not as 
defined as fresh ones.
 As a beginner bobcat 
trapper, first seek out multi-
ple areas with good ‘cat hab-
itat.  Within those areas of 
good habitat key in on physi-
cal features that will guide 
animal travel and verify the 
presence of bobcats be scout-
ing for sign.  The correct 
choosing of trap locations is 
the largest hurdle in achiev-
ing success as a bobcat trap-
per.

Coming next: 
Part 2 - Equipment & Sets
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Pollinators Need Our Help
by Stefan Karkuff, PF Farm Bill Biologist

Bees and butterflies are nature’s most
efficient pollinators, moving pollen 

between flowers, allowing plants to repro-
duce.  Nearly 85% of the worlds flowering 
plants require pollinators for reproduction, 
and approximately 1/3 of the food and bev-
erages we consume require the presence 
of a pollinator.  But in recent years we’ve 
witnessed major declines in many species.  
Honeybees numbers have plummeted as 
a result of pests, disease, and colony-col-
lapse syndrome, where entire populations 
die or disappear.  Monarch butterflies have 
declined by 80% over the past 20 years and 
are being considered for the Endangered 
Species List.  These commonly recognized 
species are just the tip of the iceberg, as 
many other species face the same plight.  
One reason for these declines is disappear-
ing pollinator habitat.  Urban and suburban 
sprawl, perfectly manicured lawns, clean 
farming, and roadways maintained as grass 
have all reduced the presence of flower-
ing plants favored by bees and butterflies.  
These human impacts on the natural land-
scape will likely continue,  so what can we 
do to help?
 Planting na-
tive wildflowers 
is a great way to 
help our pollina-
tors.  Even a few 
hundred square feet 
of wildflowers can 
boost the local food 
supply, creating a 
one-stop shop for 
all their food needs.  
Insects of all types 
are attracted to 
these plots, which 
attracts birds and 
small mammals that 
feed on insects.  
Planting wildflow-
ers also adds a dash 
of color to an other-
wise dull landscape.  
The aesthetic beauty 
of wildflowers is 
reason enough for 

most people to 
plant them.  The 
added benefits 
for wildlife is ic-
ing on the cake.  
With a little TLC 
anyone can start 
a wildflower plot.  
Here are a help-
ful few tips for 
getting your own 
plot established:
1. Site prep is
critical:
Wildflowers ben-
efit greatly from
reduced compe-
tition in the first 
year.  If plant-
ing into an ex-
isting lawn, kill 
the grass prior to 
planting.  An her-
bicide spray in fall or spring prior to seed-
ing is an effective method.  Organic herbi-
cides are available if you are hesitant to use 
chemicals.  

2. Improve seed-
soil contact:
Spreading seed
onto existing sod
will have reduced
success.  The goal
is to get the seed
into the soil.  The
use of a rake, roto-
till, or disk prior to
planting will bring
soil to the surface
for improved seed
germination.  Be
aware this may ex-
pose some weed
seed that could ger-
minate with your
wildflowers
3. Mow the first
year: During the 
first growing season 
expect to see some 
weeds competing 

with your wildflowers.  Re-
duce weed competition by 
trimming weeds as they ap-
pear.  Mow to a height no less 
than 10” to avoid clipping 
wildflowers.  This will thin 
out weed competition the first 
growing season and reduce 
their seed dispersal.   This 
means a better looking pol-
linator plot in years to come.
4. Plant native perennials:

Native perennial wildflowers come back 
year after year and have higher pollinator 
value than the non-native flowers sold at 
garden stores.  Planting some annuals is 
good for color in the first growing season, 
but perennials will ultimately dominate 
after establishing a good root system, and 
this is what you want.
 Growing wildflowers is site specific.  
Factors such as moisture, sunlight, and deer 
pressure will determine which species will 
grow.  If you are unsure what mix to use, 
below is a list of species that tend to grow 
well across a variety of landscapes in Penn-
sylvania:
 Black-eyed Susan, Maximillian Sun-
flower, Partridge Pea (annual), Cosmos 
(annual), Lanceleaf Coreopsis, Common 
Milkweed, Purple Coneflower, Wild Ber-
gamot, Cornflower (annual).
 Within a year, a small plot of unused 
lawn can be buzzing with life as bees, but-
terflies, and other insects take advantage of 
newly established wildflowers.  Aesthetic 
beauty, pollinator habitat, and year-round 
cover for birds and small mammals makes 
pollinator plots a win across the board for 
outdoor enthusiasts.   

Black-eyed Susans are a native pe-
rennial that will bloom all summer 
long and will provide color in the first 

growing season

Common Milkweed is the most 
important food source for Mon-
archs.  It is the only plant that 
the caterpillars will eat as they 

develop into adult butterflies.
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