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SECRETARY
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Columbia County
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Don Williams
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Washington County
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Mike Topping
Northampton County

SOUTHCENTRAL DIVISION
Vacant

NORTHWEST DIVISION
Mark Crabb
Crawford County

NORTHCENTRAL DIVISION
Phil Labant
Elk County

NORTHEAST DIVISION
Dennis Mingus
Wyoming County

CENTRAL DIVISION
Gary Lewis
Montour County

DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT

AFFAIRS
John Kline
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Susan Hughes

Pheasants Forever / The official registration and

Chet Krcil financial information of the Penn-

sylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s

Clubs, Inc. may be obtained from the

Pennsylvania Department of State by

calling toll free within Pennsylvania

1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorsement.

United Bowhunters of PA
Mike Foust

PA Flyers Association
Allan Roberts

The mission of the Pennsylvania
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc. is to
provide a statewide, united voice for the concerns of
all sportsmen and conservationists; to insure that their
rights and interests are protected; and to
protect and enhance the environment and
our natural resources.
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(PEFSC)

2426 North Second St
Harrisburg, PA 17110
717-232-3480
fax: 717-231-3524
info@pfsc.org

www.pfsc.org

Editor
Melody Schell
editor@pfsc.org

n Target, the official publication of the

Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s
Clubs, Inc., is published 6 times a year, and
distributed to all PFSC affiliated club Presidents,
Secretaries, and Delegates from each affiliated club,
and individual members. For club or individual
membership information, contact PFSC as listed
above.

PFSC s one of Pennsylvania’s oldest and largest
conservation organizations, formed in 1932.

PFSC welcomes stories, art, and photographic
contributions. We will consider, but assume
no responsibility for unsolicited proposals,
manuscripts, art, or photographs.

Advertising inquities should be directed to PESC
at the above address, phone number, or email.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section
107, any copyrighted work in this publication is
distributed under fair use without profit or payment
to those who have expressed a prior interest in
receiving this information for non-profit research
and educational purposes only.
© Copyright 2018. No portion of this magazine
may be reproduced without written permission
from PFSC. Ads and individual writer’s
views may not necessarily represent
the mission or views of PFSC.

Cover Photo:
An Eagle
"fishing" on
Lake Wilhelm,
Metcer Co.
Photo by Jim
Law
Jim enjoys traveling

around the state,

sharing his photos

and presenting a Wildlife Program at outdoor

events. Enjoying Nature is a very big part of his
life.
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e are frequently asked, what is the
difference between a cable restraint
and a snare.

Cable restraints were legalized by
the Pennsylvania Game Commission after
extensive testing was done to determine
they were safe to use as a restraining de-
vice. The use of cable restraints, like all
trapping activities, is highly regulated.
Cable restraint devises may only be set by
furtakers who have completed a certified
cable restraint training course and possess
a valid furtakers license. Certification is ac-
complished by attending a four-hour course
consisting of classroom
and hands-on activi-
ties.

Regulation on
construction and use of
the cable restraint are
mandated. The cable
restraint must be con-
structed of galvanized
stranded steel cable
with a minimum diam-
eter of 3/32 inches. The
cable may not exceed 7
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CABLE RESTRAINT OR SNARE?
By: Barry Warner, PTA Public Relations Director

feet in length from the anchor point to the
lock contacting the fully closed loop stop,
must be equipped with at least one swivel
between the loop and the anchor, and must
have stops affixed to the cable to ensure
that the circumference of the cable loop
may not be greater than 38 inches when
fully open, or less than 8 inches (deer stop)
when fully closed. Cable restraints must be
equipped with one of the six commission
approved (relaxing type) locks. The cable
restraint must include a breakaway device
affixed between the lock and cable or at the
end of the cable that is rated at 375 pounds
or less.

Cable restraints
must be anchored
to prevent the ani-
mal caught in the
restraint from mov-
ing from the set
location. The ani-
mal caught must be
able to move freely
in a 360-degree
arc for the entire
length of the re-
straint without risk
of entanglement.
Loop size and loop
height above the
walking  surface
are regulated to
prevent non-target
catches. Cable re-
straints may not be
| set where there is
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quire a certification, simply the securing
of a furtaker’s license. A beaver snare is a
galvanized or stainless stranded steel cable
3/32 inches in diameter equipped with a
mechanical sliding metal release lock. A
metal ferrule must be crimped on the cable
to prevent the snare loop from closing to
a circumference less than 7 inches, com-
monly referred to as a deer stop.

Other regulations apply; such as name
tags must be attached to these devises, bea-
ver snares must be set within a water way,
and etc. However, the regulations listed
above provide the most important differ-
ences between the two devices.

In a nut shell, cable restraints must
be constructed and set so that any animal
caught will simply be restrained with little
or no resulting trauma. Conversely, beaver
snares may be set in shallow water, with no
entanglement, and be perfectly safe and
waiting for the trapper, or beaver snares
may be set in deep water or with entangle-
ment where the beaver has obviously been
asphyxiated.

Beaver snares are frequently used by
our conservation officers to capture beaver
in areas of human conflict. When set prop-
erly they provide easy removal to remote
areas with no resulting trauma to the bea-
PTA
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