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rapping is often referred to as a “sport”,

but it is of my opinion that the term
“sport” does not describe trapping very
well. Recreational hunters and anglers are
called sportsmen because they practice the
sport of hunting and fishing. Even though
all are outdoor activities and involve the
consumptive use of wildlife, trapping dif-
fers from recreational hunting and fishing.
The game that hunters and anglers take is
utilized for private consumption. Trap-
pers, on the other hand, harvest animals for
their pelt, and most of those pelts become
part on the global fur market. The fact that
the trapper practices their craft to produce
pelts for the fur trade is where trapping dif-
fers from recreational hunting and fishing.
Hunters and anglers prepare wild game and
fish for the table so they, their family, and
friends can enjoy.

Trapping requires a commitment of
time and resources, and depressed fur
prices make it extremely difficult to turn
even a small profit. Because the furbearer
resource is abundant and trappers are few
in number, trappers should be afforded the
opportunity to harvest common furbearers
in the most efficient way possible. This en-
sures the activity approaches profitability
for the trapper and also reduces the surplus
animal populations. Laws and regulations
regarding trapping should be put in place to
protect the furbearer resource and to ensure
the activity does not unnecessarily affect
the non-trapping public and/or non-target
species. This is why we do not see daily or
season limits or the number of devices that
can be used for common furbearers similar
to the limits placed on even the most abun-
dant game and fish species. I once heard a
hunter say that trappers were lazy because
they drive to their sets, and the traps do the
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Trapping Is.....
By: Todd Strohecker, PTA VP East

work for them. Nothing could be further
from the truth! He was simply ignorant
about trapping and how it is conducted.
One cannot look at trapping from a hunt-
ing mindset since they are different in so
many ways. Thankfully, most hunters want
to learn about trappers and trapping and do
not jump to uninformed conclusions like
the ignorant individual above.

That being said, even though trappers
are given the opportunity to harvest fur-
bearers at the utmost efficiently, they are
also obligated to harvest them in the most
ethical way possible. The Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies has been work-
ing in conjunction with state wildlife agen-
cies, trappers’ organizations, and individu-
al trappers to establish Best Management
Practices (BMPs) for Trapping in the Unit-
ed States. Part of the BMP process was the
extensive testing of traps, trap features, and
techniques to identify which were practical
for use based on efficiency, animal welfare,
selectivity, practicality, and safety. Agen-
cies provide the results as recommenda-
tions to trappers.

Trapping is a public service and a
wildlife management tool. Trapping serves
the public in a multitude of positive ways.
From controlling predators that are killing
livestock to removing beavers that flood
agricultural or residential property, trappers
are needed to aid in the removal of these
surplus furbearers. Humans and wildlife
must coexist, but when furbearer popula-
tions start to exceed the carrying capacity
for the habitat available, conflicts between
humans and wildlife often occur. To state
agencies who manage wildlife, trappers are
tools who are utilized to manage furbearer
populations and to collect valuable data
used in management decisions. Most trap-

Be Responsible!
Be Respectful!
Be Ethical!

pers are also familiar with the importance
of trappers and the foothold trap in regards
to restoration of many species of furbear-
ers.

Trapping is our heritage. A deceased
friend of mine, outstanding trapper, and
PTA Hall of Famer John Hummel once told
me that “trapping and prostitution are two
of the world’s oldest professions, but one
pays MUCH better than the other”. While
he said that in jest, the truth is that trapping
is an important part of world history and is
an integral piece in the story of America.
The role the fur trade played in the build-
ing of this country and the mountain men
played in aiding westward expansion is
well documented. Since that time, trapping
has entrenched itself as part of the rural life-
style for generations. If one removed the
fur trade and trapping from the American
history you would no longer have America.
The same could be said for firearm owner-
ship, but that’s another subject.

Today, over 50 percent of the world’s
population lives in urban areas, and it is ex-
pected to be over 2/3rds by the year 2050.
The skills that were once essential for life
in America are being lost with each passing
year. Many do not have the knowledge of
how to raise their own food anymore, but
the sad reality is many do not even know
where their food comes from. Trapping is
no different. One can be proud to be part of
that tiny fraction of a percent of the world
population who have the knowledge, skill,
and ability to set traps and harvest furbear-
ers. Trapping is an activity that requires
skill to produce a product, which fits the
definition of a craft. I personally feel that
because of the individuality of trappers,
trapping could be considered an art as well.
Every trapper puts their indi-
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vidual spin on common sets and adds their
own flare to pelts during the fur handling
process.

Before you refer to trapping a sport,
take the time to think about what trapping
really is and what it truly means. Trapping

is the harvest of fur for the world mar-
ket. Trapping is a public service because
licensed fur trappers are the most cost ef-
fective and efficient way to remove surplus
furbearers. Trapping is a wildlife manage-
ment tool, and state and federal agencies

take full advantage of trappers to achieve
their management goals. Trapping is a
skilled craft, an art that fosters individual-
ity, and an integral and unique part of our
American heritage. Trapping is a lot of
things, but it’s not a sport.

State Banquet

Hosted by PTA District #4

FUN FORTHE WHOLE FAMILY!

All Outdoorsmen, Women, and Children Welcome!

Saturday, March 23, 2019

The Red Fern Banquet and Conference Center

421 Old Kersey Rd. Kersey, PA 15846
www.the-red-fern.com

Doors Open at 4:30 pm
Dinner Served at 6:00 pm
You're invited!!! Come out for an evening of games, raffles,
auction, food and good ol’ fashion fun. There will be many
prizes from traps to guns. Bring the whole family; there will also
be prizes for the kids and ladies!!

Banquet Tickets are $30 per person OR $50 per couple
Children 12 and under FREE

For more information or to order tickets please contact:
Rob Daniels
169 Benzinger Rd, St. Marys, PA 15857
814-781-6664

HOTELS IN THE AREA:
Best Western Plus
1002 Earth Rd.

St. Marys, PA 15857
814-834-0000
1 mile from the Red Fern

Cobblestone Inn and Suites
328 Depot St.
St. Marys, PA 15857
814-245-2020
3.1 miles from the Red Fern

Holiday Inn Express
195 Comfort Ln.
St. Marys, PA 15857
814-834-2030
1.1 miles for the Red Fern
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